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aiga Siuation

Mother of all Newsletters

Well hello there! Happy Friday and welcome to the 5th issue of The Shiga Situation. We would
like to start by saying &N TLI= ! Thank you very much for your active participation at October
SDC. There were many great things to take away from the conference, not least of which was the
outstanding sum of donations raised by the ALT bake sale! We hope that you found the presentations
and discussions useful to your life and work in Shiga. Looking forward, we have less than a month until
the last two days of SDC. Now is the perfect time to try what you learned and discussed in October.
Those of you that do, we’re sure everyone will be excited to hear about your experiences in November.
Please remember that JTEs and HRTs will be attending the session on November 27th.

We know you are probably tired of hearing about SDC by now, so we will try to keep
announcements to a minimum in the rest of this newsletter! Besides, we have plenty to talk about: the
first-ever winner of the 100-word story contest will be announced, new guidelines and the next story
contest topic will be revealed, AJET will update y’all on coming events, Boromir from Equilibrium, and
more!

Happy Halloween Shiga!
Thank you for not flipping
any cars.
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Changestothe
100-Word Story Contest

X Mini Yet Meaningful Art Contest
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We were very impressed with the entrles for the first-ever 100-word . \
story contest. The decision was very difficult, but in the end we had 7'
to choose one. Congratulations to Genna of Nags for her excellent (t
story! To those of you who entered but did not win, please %

| \\\\\ /. \ : 3;’ It has come to our attention that writing isn’t the only form of art out

there. In order to better incorporate all of the artistic folks in Shiga, we
are expanding the 100-word story to_include visual art draw on a
business card (or 91x55mm piece of paper). Now, even if writing isn’t
your thing, you have no excuse not to participate! If you look at the
stunningly beautiful rectangle below at 100%-zoom (so not zoomed?)
on PDF, that’s the size you'll be allowed in the contest. You can submit

remember that judging is subjective and has no reflection on your
ability as a writer. Don’t be discouraged and please submit for the ,\3@
\

next issue! And now, Genna’s story...
| wait for the understated pop in a sky of explosions. The giant '5@\
dandelions fill the dark, punctuated by straight shots of lily splitting into
fingers, pointing to the stars. The air grows cooler, as if the lights are ¥~
taking the heat from the atmosphere as they fade, causing—rather than “#
celebrating—summer’s end. | could watch the colors in a carefully
choreographed dance all night, but | remain expectant for the ones like ,%’\

visual art by sending a picture of your business card to the kencho
email. If you make your image digitally, please be sure that the size of
the final image is the correct dimensions. 100 word stories and
business card art will be accepted until December 20th.

November/December theme:

willows, which trail back toward the ground, slowly growing dim, but still ,!;\ Holidays
alive when the next burst splits open the sky. ‘ Halloween, Thanksgiving, New Years,
-l o .
> Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah... it almost feels

like our ancestors were just desperately making
up excuses to not get depressed in winter. Tell

We hope you enjoyed her story. You can find the rest of the 4
submissions right here! Check it out. We promise they are all worth

us or show us what holidays mean to you!
a read. ,(i; ¥ !
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A litte bit of QDG makes the world 90 round...

Please don’t forget to fill out the survey made
by November’'s Keynote Speaker, Betsy
. Lavolette. Your responses will help direct and
inform her presentation, making it more
applicable to the reality of Shiga ALTs.
Remember: SDC is as good as you make it!

&

A BIG thanks to Joni and all those who put
in the work to make this year's bake sale a
resounding success! But the jobs not done.
We still have two more glorious days of
SDC to raise money and get fat. Please
contact Joni if you are interested in baking
something for November SDC.

Find the survey HERE.
W 4 W _ -

Please remember to check your emails for \
SDC updates and workshop sign-ups in the
coming weeks! Also, check-in with your
JTEs to find out who will be attending Day
2 (November 27th) with you!

B B e W
Season's Greeti'“gs from AJET {;& NOT a link to a Game of Thrones Meme
Hey Shiga, how are you today? Hungry? Yeah, me too. How’s the

weather? | know, it’'s gotten colder recently, hasn't it! So let’s get together R\, é
and enjoy the best parts of autumn (FALL LEAVES!) at Eigenji in .
Higashiomi on the 10th. Also don’t forget to save the date for this year’s 'ip -..-:_,

Along with the other great things
happening to the Shiga Website (see
Brad’s message), we will soon be posting
SDC materials to help those ALTs who
“‘misplaced” their SDC packets.
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As the villain of the documentary “National Treasure” once said,
“Winter is coming.” But as the Reverend Garth Algar also said, “Live in
the now.” Winter isn’t here yet! If you are unable to make the AJET trip
to Eigeniji (for more info, look about three inches to the left), there are
plenty of chances to catch the #LZ while it's here--namely, walking
out your door! The PAs suggest absolutely any and every temple,
shrine, and park in Shiga. If you're feeling adventurous, the view from

AJET Christmas party which will be December 8th. We’'ll be running the
ugly Christmas sweater competition again this year so start seeking out
those festively gaudy outfits now (there’ll be prizes for best dressed).
Finally, our website admin Kevin is in the process of updating the |lesson
share on the Shiga AJET website. If you've ever felt the pressure of
planning multiple lessons for your schools you'll know how beneficial it is

- . . . .
to be able to share lessons with fellow ALTs. Right now we're looking for @&T a mountaintop is second to none. Makino Pic-land also boasts a
lessons to upload at ES, JHS and SHS levels. If you have any ace lesson .G, P picturesque road lined with beautiful foliage and you can get some
plans you'd like to share with your fellow Shigans please send them %?éT fresh fruit! As the season continues to cool, be sure to warm up under

(along with a short description on how to run it) to Kevin at

ong : , the kotatsu and enjoy the winter food culture of nabe, oden, and more!
shigaajetwebmaster@gmail.com. Have a good one Shiga!

o
ALT Highlight: Byron Mcleod

You know how people say SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES?
Well, this has nothing to do with that. But if you are interested in
reading some hopefully helpful words about someone's life or
you're bored and trolling the internet as a full-time hobby, check
my blog out. Because at the end of the day, with the entirety of
the internet out there, you really could do worse.
https://byronmcleod.wordpress.com/
featured or promoted in the Shiga Situation contact Nick (kenchopa@qmail com)
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If you would I|ke to have your blog webS|te art etc
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. » Don.’t be Jack. i > . 2
~ _ RN\ * Jack thought his country was cold. Jack insisted he
A : Y A\ wasn’t.a baby about “a little weather.” Jack thought that
: ' heat-tech was overrated and that a kerosene stove was
fine in an enclosed room. Jack figured he could just live ,
under his kotatsu despite the dry skin and risk of , N
dehydration. Jack decided that black ice was a myth and
rode his bike everywhere in defiance of the weather. _ >~
-Jack didn’t buy winter boots and just “manned-up” to wet —
socks and frostbitten toes. Jack had a runny nose but A
-~ never went to the doctor. Jack thought going to work
before the sun was up and getting off work after it set
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) an official publvcauoﬁ:fof the Shiga ard of Eﬁ:ﬂc |ot1 nor is it an exhaustive list of the pertlnent mTowfﬁtlor;for ALTs in Shtga Pleﬁe C tm% to check your
é‘» S5 . emails and talk with your JTEs to stay up to date! - . B A &% 2
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXU3o8YW3K8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReENCTH7MYI
http://shigajets.weebly.com/events.html
https://i.imgflip.com/2lh2mn.jpg
https://i.imgflip.com/2lgdh2.jpg
https://i.imgflip.com/2lgdyh.jpg
https://i.etsystatic.com/6769124/r/il/1cd722/700725370/il_570xN.700725370_j5sc.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/events/713003622415127/
https://www.facebook.com/events/713003622415127/
https://www.americaninno.com/wp-content/uploads/wpallimport/files/1/2012/12/Going-for-the-Deep-V-look-259x300.png
http://shigajets.weebly.com/lesson-share.html
http://shigajets.weebly.com/lesson-share.html
mailto:shigaajetwebmaster@gmail.com
http://img2.thejournal.ie/inline/1721986/original?width=500&version=1721986
https://image-cdn.neatoshop.com/styleimg/34602/none/black/default/256335-19.jpg
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/10/29/national/halloween-revelers-overturn-small-truck-tokyos-shibuya-ward/#.W9qtFdUzbIV
https://www.askideas.com/media/06/Come-At-Me-Bro-Funny-Thanksgiving-Meme.jpeg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/72/18/34/72183412e9a05c1362950531566c2e8e.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/6c/49/d2/6c49d297ab9f8f154f51bd80519cf37f.jpg
https://i.imgflip.com/wbg87.jpg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16TS0o0x0uCGMeH5UrZRnTVKK6pkEXdFC8fSrAroVj_g/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.ldssmile.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/LDS-General-Conference-Memes-7.jpg
https://i.ytimg.com/vi/1FoAz6kjc4w/hqdefault.jpg
https://goo.gl/forms/kj3GjrzbCFQzYXyq2
https://imgflip.com/i/2lgitd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ul-_ZWvXTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vaQ-Y6kLOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vaQ-Y6kLOM
https://koyo.walkerplus.com/
https://scontent-nrt1-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-9/23130829_10156784919948539_5588014147560501438_n.jpg?_nc_cat=103&_nc_ht=scontent-nrt1-1.xx&oh=3765ce53a8329e8425e9f853d1d02bf1&oe=5C7D868B
https://en.biwako-visitors.jp/spot/detail/311
http://sotobira.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/4-1-2.jpg
https://blog.gaijinpot.com/japanese-nabe/
https://www.timeout.com/tokyo/restaurants/the-konbini-connoisseurs-guide-to-oden
https://byronmcleod.wordpress.com/
mailto:kenchopa@gmail.com
https://byronmcleod.wordpress.com/
https://i.imgflip.com/2lh5i1.jpg
https://www.uniqlo.com/sg/store/women/collections/heattech.html
https://resources.realestate.co.jp/living/8-ways-to-heat-your-home-in-japan/
http://sukisukijapan.com/what-is-kotatsu/#The_bad_part_of_Kotatsu
https://www.thestreettrust.org/2011/11/how-to-bike-on-black-ice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tIdIqbv7SPo
https://blog.gaijinpot.com/10-tips-surviving-winter-japan/
https://yobiwako.wordpress.com/
https://www.therisingwasabi.com/christmas-tree-already-spotted/

